VISITOR EROSION IN A FRAGILE LANDSCAPE
MANAGING HOLYROOD PARK’'S ARCHAEOLOGY
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HOLYROOD'S ARCHAEOLOGY
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CHALLENGES

Ephemeral archaeological remains — poorly understood
Increasing footfall
Climate change — wetter weather

Resource limitations
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MANAGING THE
HISTORIC LANDSCAPE
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ALS SURVEY RESULTS -

Data collected using a
helicopter

25cm resolution (16 ppm)

Detailed mapping of
archaeological remains using
different visualisations

ca. 1000 features (43km)
ca. 400 new features

Mapping enhanced for 35
existing sites

Cultivation remains cover
29ha (11% of park)
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CONDITION SURVEY

« 172 cultural heritage sites or features assessed

 Visitor erosion single biggest threat to upstanding archaeological
remains,; affecting the majority of the park

« Heavy plant machinery used in grass cutting impacting upon certain
areas

« 5 key areas concern: Whinny Hill, Arthur’s Seat Fort, cultivation terraces
on eastern slopes, St Anthony’s Well, Samson’s Ribs Fort
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CONDITION SURVEY
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CONDITION SURVEY

Key:
.H Wj
I Area of severe erosion
- Areas of proven exceptional
archaeological potential
Areas of proven
archaeological potential
reas of lowfunknown
archaeological potential

Archaeoiogically sterile
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Areas of archaeological potential
and areas of severe erosion
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?
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Rachel Pickering

Rachel.pickering@hes.scot
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