
COVID 19 and Archaeology – Webinar March 2021 
 
Concept note 
 
 
The last nine months of worldwide COVID 19 pandemic have been extremely difficult for everyone, 
and the archaeology sector is not an exception. The European Archaeological Council is committed to 
help all members communicate their needs and raise the issues in their countries and internationally, 
to attract attention to the challenges facing archaeology in Europe in the COVID -19 times and beyond.   
 
In order to do this, we run an all-members survey on the effects of Covid 19 on the Archaeology in 
Europe in August 2020, which aimed at collating your feedback and experience on dealing with the 
pandemic since March, as well as your views on what is needed to support the sector in the 
foreseeable future.  
 
The EAC suggested that we hold a special discussion and a webinar during the Annual EAC 2021 
meeting, dedicated on Covid 19 and Archaeology in Europe, and the majority of our survey’s 
respondents agreed with that proposal. We believe that we need to take a common stand and produce 
a joined response as representatives of the archaeological heritage management in Europe. We also 
need to analyse the bigger picture of the common threats and risks to archaeology on the continent 
as a result of the pandemic.  It will be impossible to postpone this discussion further, as all issues 
caused by COVID 19 are urgent and require relevant action. The EAC would like to thank you for your 
answers to the online survey questions – they provided the necessary basis of our discussion at the 
proposed seminar and will show us the areas that we should focus our work on.  
 
We were pleased to hear that in some countries the pandemic situation was improving during the 
summer and your working programme weren’t much affected at that time. However, the situation 
has changed significantly since then and even worsened in places.  In many countries, the period of 
working at home helped with the advancement of some desk-based research and the use of digital 
technologies. In others, the quarantine conditions and the lack of funding led to serious disruption to 
many archaeological projects and cancellation of initiatives and programmes.  
 
We think it likely that there will be financial and political uncertainty for all archaeological 
management organisations in Europe in the foreseeable future. Impacts could include decreased 
budgets and less funding for archaeology in general, less support for university and institutional 
research and lower priority given to development-led or preventive archaeological work in the context 
of construction – a key driver for many states in their attempts to re-start economies across the 
continent).  Last, but not least, the public benefit of archaeology that was showcased so successfully 
in Prague in March 2020, will be so much more difficult to draw attention to when decision-making is 
focusing on saving jobs and businesses in the aftermath of the pandemic.  
 
However, it is not all bad news. EAC feel that archaeology has a huge amount to offer in helping people 
understand and treasure their own heritage – localities in which they have spent a very significant 
time during lockdowns – and we must make sure that the benefits are recognised. One of our main 
aims as an organisation is to offer the support of the international network of archaeological 
management institutions to each of our members, and with your help, to brainstorm the best 
solutions to the challenges that we are all facing, and voice our concerns at the highest level together.  
 
To do that, we are proposing to start the debate about the difficulties and the risks that each one of 
you has been dealing with as a result of the COVID -19 pandemic, what (if any) support you have been 
given so far, and what do you need in order to successfully deliver the work that you have planned. 



We have collated many of your views, opinions and feedback through our survey, and we have 
produced a report on the results of the survey.  
 
In the long-term, we are convinced that we need to think seriously and strategically for the 
implications of the pandemic and the consequent economic and social changes in many member 
states, and further consider what policy changes and solutions might be required in order to prevent 
and manage harm to archaeological heritage in future.  
 
Based on the above, we propose to organise the webinar in the following working groups: 
 

1. Challenges, opportunities and impact of Covid 19 on archaeology across Europe (short and 
long term, pandemic case studies as evidence); 

2. Government (and other support) to archaeology during the pandemic across Europe (and what 
were the best / most efficient support packages);  

3. Sensitivity and justification for supporting archaeology across Europe (links to public benefit). 
4. Policy and communication changes needed to protect the archaeology sector in Europe from 

the effect of future pandemics (and how to make the sector more resilient / expected long 
term effects and resilience plans). 
 

Question to all groups: What could EAC do to support its members? (the responses to this question 
will be added to the suggestions already received through the survey). 
 
The webinar is planned to take place online via Zoom over 2 hours on 19th March 2021 and will contain 
several parts:  

• welcome and general introduction to the topic (including a presentation on the results of the 
EAC Survey on COVID 19 and archaeology) 

• working groups’ breakout sessions 
• summary discussion with Q&A session at the end.  

 
EAC will use the results of the webinar and the survey to produce a report and statement on COVID 
19 and Archaeology in Europe. If the webinar participants propose other / alternative products, EAC 
will strive to produce these too in due time.  
 
To register your participation for the EAC Annual Meeting and General Assembly, please fill in our 
online form by 28 February 2021. You will receive the link for the Zoom meeting closer to the time.  
 
Thank you!  
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/cetgwNntWrpzM4Y28

